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Nobel seems, however, to have been influenced by this Congress
in his decision to embark on peace propaganda on his own account ;
and the story of how this came about is characteristic of Nobel,
and of his readiness to help people. Aristarchi Bey, a retired
Turkish diplomat, was living in Paris at the time. He had been
Turkish Ambassador in Washington, but for some reason or other
had fallen out of favour and been retired on a pension of 10,000
francs. It seems that in his distress he appealed to Due who was
at that time the minister representing Norway and Sweden in
Paris, and also to Reuterskiold, a Swedish minister in Petersburg
whom he had presumably known in Washington and Constanti-
nople, where the latter had served, as well as to Lewenhaupt, the
Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs. They all appealed to
Nobel and he promised them that if it were possible he would find a
post for the Turk in one of the numerous concerns in which he was
engaged. A suitable position did not fall vacant, but Nobel took
him into his personal service and wrote to His Excellency Lewen-
haupt : " It is difficult to say how far I may succeed in finding a
suitable sphere for the regular employment of Monsieur Aristarchi's
talents; but I have made him an offer which I think he will find
satisfactory in that I have undertaken to bind myself for a year,
leaving him perfectly free. Should he receive another offer which
he regards as satisfactory he will be perfectly free to accept it,
whereas my obligation, unless he liberates me himself, is to remain
in force for one year. For that year I have offered him 15,000
francs, which he has naturally accepted on such accommodating
terms. Monsieur Aristarchi has had much practice in the
English and French languages, and also in the skilful diplo-
matic use of language both in conversation and in writing. Un-
fortunately a large proportion of my work is of a scientific nature,
and in this Monsieur Aristarchi cannot render any assistance.
Moreover he knows neither German, Swedish nor Russian, which